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Computing with Data as a Window on 
the World

Our talk will focus on an ongoing project called Writing Data Stories 
(WDS). In WDS, students create “data stories” that integrate data 
analysis, multimedia, and other argumentative strategies to appeal 
peers to action around key socioscientific issues such as nutrition 
and environmental racism. Informed by theories of syncretism 
(Gutiérrez & Jurow, 2016), data stories hybridize “everyday” and 
“academic” practices associated with both data and storytelling. 
Learners use computational tools and “data moves” (Erickson, 
Wilkerson, Finzer & Reichsman, 2018) to wrangle datasets, including 
by exploring and addressing discrepancies between data and their 
own experiences. They then build multimedia stories that put those 
datasets and findings in personal and social context and address the 
strengths, limitations, histories, and biases of data. We will share our 
theoretical motivations, curriculum, and emerging findings from our 
work with emerging multilingual students in middle school science 
classrooms in northern California.
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